
In the predawn hours of June 6, 1944, 
a C-47 Skytrain designated Whiskey 7 
ran a gauntlet of � ak and fog to insert 
paratroopers of the Army’s 82nd Air-
borne Division behind enemy lines over 
Normandy, France.

Seventy years later, church bells in-
stead of � ak greeted Whiskey 7 as it 
roared over the village of Sainte-Mère-
Église, France. For several minutes on 
June 5, 2014, D-Day C-47 pilots Julian 
Rice and William Prindible, both from 
Whiskey 7’s wartime 37th Troop Car-
rier Squadron, took the yoke over the 
countryside they helped liberate. “Who 
thought, 70 years later I’d still be in 
an airplane that I’d � own so long ago,” 
Rice, who � ew Whiskey 7 later in the 
war, told “NBC News.”

Whiskey 7’s return to Normandy 
started at a small grass air� eld in upstate 
New York two years ago at the National 
Warplane Museum in Geneseo, a vol-
unteer there told Wingman Magazine.

� e museum received this C-47, serial 
No. 43-30652, as a donation in 2005 after 
the aircraft’s lengthy postwar civilian 
career. It was museum volunteer and 

wartime C-47 crewman Mike Ingrisano’s 
dream to � y it back to Normandy for 
a D-Day commemoration. � ough he 
passed away before the C-47 could make 
the journey, other museum volunteers 
� nished restoration and preparations in 
April, just in time for the 70th anniver-
sary and an epic trans-Atlantic � ight.

“� e signi� cance of � ying our C-47 to 
Europe in 2014 is huge,” said volunteer 
Chris Polhemus, a US Airways captain 
and Whiskey 7’s pilot for the trip. “Whis-
key 7 was the lead aircraft in the second 
wave” during the Normandy invasion, 
said Polhemus in a video posted before 
the � ight at the museum’s Whiskey 7 
project webpage, www.rtn2014.org. 

“� ere will be quite a few veterans from 
the D-Day invasion who will be celebrat-
ing the 70th anniversary over there in 
Normandy,” he said. “� is � ight will 
probably be the most honorable thing 
that any of us could ever do.”

Whiskey 7 lifted o�  from Geneseo on 
May 15 and hopped nearly 3,600 miles 
from Maine to the European mainland 
via Labrador, Greenland, Iceland, and 
Scotland. Before heading to France, 
Whiskey 7 paid a visit to the 37th Air-
lift Squadron, the unit that carries on 
its heritage, at Ramstein AB, Germany. 

Rice and Prindible celebrated Memorial 
Day with airmen at Ramstein, capped 
o�  by a unit heritage formation � ight 
with Whiskey 7 and one of the squad-
ron’s C-130J Super Hercules transports.

� e C-47 continued on to Normandy 
and dropped Liberty Parachute Team 
re-enactors several times during the week 
leading up to the D-Day anniversary. 
On June 8, Whiskey 7 joined Air Force 
and Allied airlifters in scattering nearly 
1,000 US and Allied paratroopers, along 
with re-enactors, over its D-Day drop 
zone at Sainte-Mère-Église.

“� e night we came in, we had 800 
airplanes with 10,000 paratroopers, …
so it was a little more,” Rice told Brit-
ain’s Daily Mail, watching the spectacle 
alongside crowds of veterans, citizens, 
and dignitaries. “We’re the lucky ones,” 
Rice told airmen during his visit to 
Ramstein. “One-hundred fourteen 
pilots didn’t survive. … We were all just 
young kids doing our job.”

Whiskey 7 arrived back in New 
York on June 14. Its volunteers are still 
raising the last bit of funding to 
cover the airplane’s transcontinental 
salute to the World War II airmen. To 
donate, visit the project webpage at 
www.rtn2014.org.                             

By Aaron M. U. Church, 
Associate Editor
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William Prindible at the controls of Whiskey 7.
Left: Whiskey 7 fl ies with a 37th Airlift Squadron C-130J over Germany.
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